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about this :—(Richmond looked at him with an odd smile for
a moment or two before asking, as if it were the most natural
question in the world, "But is it true?".)?'—In the Bible
quotation there is, as you say, real simplicity—or rather there
was. That sort of simplicity now would not be real, but
artificial. Any one who has good reason to imitate primitive
style may imitate primitive punctuation too. But one step
forward in precision we have definitely taken from the biblical
typography: we should insist on quotation marks in such a
sentence. They do not seem pedantic or needless now; nor
will a further step in precision seem so when once it has been
taken. And as to your Richmond sentence, and * monstrosities *
in general, it may be confessed here, as we are out of hearing
in this discussion of all but those who are really interested,
:hat the word was used for the benefit only of those who are
indifferent. A sentence with two stops is not a monstrosity,
if it wants them; and that will be realized, if once sensible
punctuation gets the upper hand of neatness.
These are the most plausible objections on principle to a
system of using quotation marks with stops that would be in
the main logical. It may be thought, however, that it was our
business to be practical and opportunist, and suggest nothing
that could not be acted on at once. But general usage,
besides being illogical, is so inconsistent, different writers im-
proving upon it in special details that appeal to them, that it
seemed simpler to give our idea of what would be the best
attainable, and trust to the tiro's adopting any parts of it that
may not frighten him by their unaccustomed look.
There are single and double quotation marks, and, apart
from minor peculiarities, two ways of utilizing the variety.
The prevailing one is to use double marks for most purposes,
and single ones for quotations within quotations, as:—" Well,
so he said to me * What do you mean by it ?' and I said * I
didn't mean anything'". Some of those who follow this

